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Desmond O’Connor is an award-winning writer, producer and performer with over 
twenty years' experience in cabaret, musical comedy and musical theatre. His 
bittersweet lyrics and insanely catchy melodies never fail to shock, charm and 
entertain.  

 
“O’Connor is a lyrically delightful and linguistically delicious clown-faced 

creature who spins words like a spider spins webs.”  
Richard J Thornton, Extra Extra 

 
Desmond has been likened in the press to a modern day Noel Coward, and his work 
as an MC and performer in shows and festivals worldwide, combined with his work as 
a presenter for MTV at Bestival and The Big Chill, has secured his status on the 
cabaret and comedy scene. 

 
“Desmond O’Connor might just be the most delightful MC on any circuit 

anywhere.  He is deliciously rude and utterly charming.”  
Kate Copstick, Erotic Review 

 
Desmond is highly accomplished within the world of musical theatre. His prodigious 
debut, Failed States, won best lyricist and best book in the MTM:UK musical theatre 
awards, Edinburgh Fringe 2007. In 2009, Scott Mills: The Musical for BBC Radio 
One earned fifteen five star reviews in the national press and was enjoyed by over six 
million people on air and online.  
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His satirical musical; Toxic Bankers enjoyed critical and audience acclaim during its 
five week, sell-out run at Leicester Square Theatre in 2012.  
 
Together with Kathy Clugston (BBC Radio 4) Desmond wrote But First This: A 
Musical Homage to Radio 4, which enjoyed a six week, sell-out run at the Watermill 
Theatre, Newbury and is now in further development for a national tour and west end 
run.  
 
Royal Vauxhall, which tells the story of the night Freddie Mercury and Kenny Everett 
took Princess Diana (in disguise) to a gay bar in London won critical acclaim at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2016 and is currently on national tour, which international 
tour dates pending.  
 
Currently in development is Desmond's latest musical, Life by Misadventure, which 
premiered in scratch form at Latitude Festival in July 2013. He is currently in dialogue 
with several prestigious theatres regarding its development into a fully staged 
production. 

 
 
 
 

"O'Connor's songs demonstrate an Ira Gershwinian lyrical facility." 
Ian Shuttleworth, Financial Times 

 
As a commercial and corporate entertainer, Desmond is able to offer musical 
comedy, event hosting, after dinner speaking, ambient musical entertainment, 
bespoke songs and sketches, character based 'walkabout' and motivational 
workshops on the use of language and communication in a business environment.  
 

"Witness Desmond O'Connor's masterful balancing between doe eyed angel 
and ukulele toting gutter tramp." 

Simone Baird - Time Out 

 
Desmond is also a trained teacher with 15 years’ experience, educated at the 
University of Cambridge, with an MSc in Psychology and Special Educational Needs. 
He has written plays, musicals, songs and comedy sketches to present to an 
audience of children, which have always been uproariously received. 
 

 “Endlessly enjoyable...the elegant Des’s repertoire is chock-a-block with 

songs so lyrically witty they could have been penned by the master himself. 

But for all his talent, Noel Coward only dreamed of singing as mellifluously.”  
Lee Randall - The Scotsman 


